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Coimbatore Peace Festival-2013 
6th August 2013 

 
Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but a means by which 

we arrive at the goal. 
Martin Luther King 

 
 
1. Thematic Area   : Ending Poverty, Building peace & Transforming the  

World 
 
2. Location    : Coimbatore City 
 
3. No of Beneficiaries    : 1300 children & youth from 79 institutions 
   
4. Chief Executors   : Youth Section 
      Shanti Ashram 
 
5. Reach    : Children & Youth 
 
6. Organizing Partners   : 
  

• Organizing Partner  :  Namadhu Pangu, Kumaraguru College of  
   Technology 
 

• Part Donor    :  Rotary Club of Coimbatore Midtown 
 

• Knowledge Partner  :  Arigatou International(GNRC) 

7. Festival Concept  
         &Coordination   :   Shanti Ashram 
 
8. Contact Details     : Thiru.G.Vijayaragavan,     
        Head, Youth Leadership Program  
 
9. Project Objectives: 
  

§ Observing the 68th year of the bombing of Hiroshima as a Day of Prayer and 

Commitment for Peace 

§ Conducting a ‘Learning to Live Together’  workshop for 200 children 

§ Holding an inter-generational conversation on Building Peace through service 

as part of the Coimbatore Peace Festival 

§ Honouring young volunteers who have led Community Service Initiatives 

§ Thematic cultural presentations by the Children & Youth 

§ Launching the   Special Initiative : Poverty Solutions Phase -II 
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Guiding Principles of the Coimbatore Peace Festival are:  

• Respect for the sacredness of different religions, culture and 
civilizations 

• Youth as active participants in peace building 
• Interfaith cooperation for social cohesion and development 
• Piloting peace building initiatives at the local, national, and 

international level 
 
 
10. Project Rationale: 
 
“Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek but a means by which we arrive at 
the goal” – Martin Luther King. 
Youth are for us a source of “hope”. They bear promise and confirm the sacredness 
of life. We draw strength from youth and from the common commitment to the well – 
being of the young people that our various traditions demand from each one of us. 
 
Youth challenge us to see more closely, in the way we realize our commitments to 
them, how to empower them and enhance their innate ability for hopeful and positive 
living. 
The twenty-first century marks a new millennium that promises more advancement and 
progress for the world. Humanity marks this millennium by making great strides 
towards a world marked by peace, prosperity, equality, freedom, and justice for all 
people. However there is obviously considerable work to be done before these grand 
goals are realized. The new generation, the youth, is undeniably the key to peace in 
our new age. Shanti Ashram recognizes these facts and is committed to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s lifelong struggle to promulgate non-violence and tolerance. By recognizing 
the importance of peace and non-violence, the Coimbatore Peace Festival continues 
the noble quest that Gandhi put his life towards. The Peace Festival, memorializing 
the mass loss of life after the atomic bombing of Japan that brought the devastating 
Second World War to an end, educates the youth and raises awareness for promoting 
peace and harmony among all people. 
 
11. Project Activities:       
 

§ Observing the 68th year of the bombing of Hiroshima as a Day of Prayer and 
Commitment for Peace 

§ Conducting a ‘Learning to Live Together’  workshop for children 
§ Holding an inter-generational conversation  
§ Honouring young volunteers  
§ Thematic cultural presentations by the Children & Youth 
§ Launching the   Special Initiative : Poverty Solutions Phase –II 

 
12. Results & Impacts: 

 
•      68th year of the bombing of Hiroshima as a Day of Prayer and Commitment for 
Peace was observed with 1300      
    Youth & Children from 79 institutions.   

• Ethics education workshops conducted with 242 children from 29 institutions. 
• Intergenerational Conversations on Building Peace through Service was 

conducted   
• Thematic cultural presentations conducted by Children & Youth  
• The Special Initiative on Poverty Solutions Phase II was launched. 
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13. Conclusion 
 
For the over 20 years now this unique observance of the youth festival will help 
bring together 1500 youth from different schools and colleges across Coimbatore. 
This simple, but important initiative each year has helped the youth of Coimbatore to 
celebrate initiatives for non violence and peace. Furthermore, this also helps in 
integrating rural and urban youth to work for the common cause of peace building. 
 

 

A Creative Person is a Positive Force, a Force for Peace 

       Dr. M. Aram 
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Voices of Young People: 
 
“I am very happy to say that, that we attended this Peace Festival in Coimbatore. The 
peace festival concert was simply superb. The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki video film made us realize about the people who struggled for life. Then the 
Students of other schools performed many dramas and skits which said all about peace 
and unity.  
 
In the Ethics workshop, No words to say about this. Session was enjoyable and memorable. So what i learnt 
from this session is mainly Responsibility, Unity and Respect. I would also like to say that i could meet new 
friends and I came to understand others and know about their likes and dislikes from this workshop. I would 
mainly like to thank all the facilitators and volunteers who helped us a lot and they guided us very well.  
 
From this peace festival we got an idea of starting a food bank which would help the orphans in Chennai. So on 
monthly basis we will provide them dhal, rice and pulses.....” 
 

- V.S.Thejashwini, 15yrs old, Navadhisa 
Montessori School. Chennai  

 
I had a great experience this time where I handled the whole group all alone in the wonderful seminar hall at our 
KCT premises. I am able to connect with all the participants and made all the participants to get to know each 
other by separating them into team. 

The teams were amazing when they started working together for the themes that was given to them. We could 
actually cover all the four values under two modules of our Learning to Live together (LTLT). 

-Sudharson, Young Facilitator 

 

I am very happy and privileged to attend the peace festival 2013 at KCT on 6th August 2013. It was very fun to 
meet lot of children from different schools. In morning ethics workshop I learnt of lot of things especially the 
four values Respect, Empathy, Reconciliation and Responsibility through methodologies which made us to 
think a lot.  I understood about me and others through My Life Tree exercise.  

- Subashree.R, IX Std, Sri Jeyandra Saraswathy 
Vidyalaya Matriculation School 

  
“The ethics workshop was fun-filled and interactive; a ground for us to meet students from many other schools 
and makes new friends. Through the various activities, we learnt various values which are important for us in a 
very joyful way. 
The peace festival was very good, and eye opening. It showed us how many people still suffer in the world, and 
made us want to help them. Overall, it was a very stirring experience...” 

- Sidharth Jaishankar, 14yrs old, Coimbatore  
 

  
I am blessed to attend the Ethics Workshop in Coimbatore Peace Festival 2013. I was one among the five from 
our school. The program started with ice breaking session and I was separated from my friends and made us in 
to groups. I got new friends over there. The facilitator used Diminishing Island Method and enlightened us 
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about the values of Life. I was very pleased to know about “Empathy” and I realized that how i was before and 
how I have to be now onwards. Thank you so much for the opportunity in participating. The afternoon program 
was very interesting and the video on bombing was very touching…… 

- Keerthana.S, 13yrs old, Sundakkamuthur, 
Coimbatore  

 

I was so happy that I could attend the peace festival 2013 at KCT on 6th August. It was in overwhelming 
situation when I attended the ethics workshop on the morning. I was very unhappy that these days I doesn’t 
know about the value of Empathy and I assure that I will follow all the four values and understand my self and 
others. 

- Madhumitha Swarnam, 9th Std,  
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, R.S.Puram  

I thank all my teachers for given me the opportunity in attending the peace festival on 6th August at KCT. I am 
very much pleased that I could attend the Ethics workshop as well. The workshop was very interesting and the 
way the facilitator led was excellent and the methods used was playful and understandable. The afternoon 
session especially the video on Hiroshima and the discussion of youth and children was fantastic. I like the 
cultural presentations and all were with a theme. Thank you so much. 

- Pranati Kejriwal, 8th Std, Yuvabharthi Public 
School 

 

The ethics workshop and the function in the afternoon on 6th August were very nice and I was very happy to 
attend it. I learnt very briefly about four values. I know about sympathy but now I also know about “Empathy” 
it was very much touching and useful for my life. The cultural programs and the afternoon session was very 
good. I was very impressed by seeing the group of volunteers involved in the ashram’s work. As a green 
Brigade student I was very much interested to be a volunteer in ashram. 

- P.Rajkumar, 8th Std, Govt Hr Sec School, 
Kulathupalayam 

 

Shanti Ashram conducted the Coimbatore Peace festival 2013 at Kumaraguru College of Technology on 6th 
August in remembrance of Hiroshima Bombing. The festival was conducted in two parts i.e. Ethics workshop 
for children and the public event. The morning ethics workshop was very interesting and made us to be 
children. It was an eye opener for me to learn about four values. I learnt about the “Transforming the World” 
through Role Plays. The LTLT manual which the facilitator used was very much interesting and brain storming. 
I was very much impressed by the Peace Festival. 

- Maradona Singh, Student Intern, Final Year BSW, 
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts & Science.  
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         Annexure 1 

C o im b a t o r e  P e a c e  F e s t i v a l  2013 
End i n g  P o v e r t y  –  B u i l d i n g  P e a c e  –  T r a n s f o rm i n g  t h e  Wo r l d  

 
 

 

Ethics Education workshop for Children  

 

 

 

Time  Content  Suggested Methodology  Suggested 
Activity 

Venue  

8.30am Registration     
 
 
 
 
 

Classrooms 

9.00 • Interfaith Prayer  
• Welcome  
• Introductions and goal 

setting  

  

9.30 Understanding Self & Others  Experienced – based 
learning 
Introspection – based 
learning 
 
Experienced – based 
learning 
Introspection – based 
learning 

• Picture Sharing 
 

• Your Silhouette 
is mine 

 
• Reach for the 

stars 
• My life Tree 

11.15 Tea Break 

11.30 Child Rights & Responsibilities Experienced – based 
learning 

• Picture Sharing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Classrooms 

11.45 Transforming the world 
together 

Experienced – and 
problem based learning 
Introspection – based 
learning 
 
Introspection – based 
learning 
Experienced – and 
problem based learning 

• Peace News 
 
• Joyful 

Appreciation ( 
Empty Cups) 

• Mandalas 
 

• Role Plays 

12.45pm Sharing Experience  Introspection – based 
learning 

• Mandalas  

1.00 Lunch 
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Lis t   o f   Fac i l i ta tors :   

1. Mr.Sudharson.J 
2. Mr.Karthikeyan Anand 
3. Mr.Ravichandran 
4. Mr.Sudhir 
5. Ms.Kaviya.B 
6. Ms.Kaveri.R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexure 2 

C o im b a t o r e  P e a c e  F e s t i v a l  2013 
End i n g  P o v e r t y  –  B u i l d i n g  P e a c e  –  T r a n s f o rm i n g  t h e  Wo r l d 	  
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LEARNING	  TO	  LIVE	  TOGETHER	  WORKSHOP	  FOR	  CHILDREN	  AND	  YOUTH 
Pre	  and	  Post	  test:	  Ethics	  Education	  Workshop	  

EVALUATION	  TOOL	  

Question	  Item	   Pre	  Test	   Post	  Test	  
Did	  you	  attend	  any	  workshop	  before?	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

What	  is	  your	  expectation	  about	  the	  

workshop?	  

	   	  

Who	  is	  your	  role	  model?	   	   	  

Is	  living	  together	  is	  possible?	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

	  ‘Understanding	  others’	  Is	  this	  possible?	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

Is	  ‘understanding	  self’	  essential?	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

What	  you	  think	  are	  the	  key	  qualities	  a	  

leader	  must	  have?	  

	   	  

Whom	  do	  you	  respect	  most?	   	   	  

What	  will	  be	  your	  immediate	  feeling	  

after	  watching	  a	  road	  accident?	  

	   	  

Does	  reconciliation	  help	  in	  building	  

peace?	  

Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

List	  any	  4	  values	  needed	  for	  life	  you	  

know	  or	  consider	  important	  	  

	   	  

Have	  you	  applied	  any	  of	  these	  values	  in	  

your	  daily	  lives?	  

Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

If	  yes,	  can	  you	  share	  them	  with	  us	   	   	  

Does	  Every	  Child	  Matter?	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  

Is	  Spiritualism	  needed	  for	  child	  

development?	  

Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	   Yes	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  No	  
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Who	  is	  a	  Child?	   	   	  

Child	  Development	  depends	  on	   	   	  

Your	  friend	  has	  met	  with	  an	  accident,	  

what	  will	  be	  your	  first	  step?	  

	   	  

What	  have	  you	  learnt	  from	  your	  

religion?	  
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GLIMPSES OF ETHICS WORKSHOP IN COIMBATORE PEACE FESTIVAL 2013 

 


